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Received February 6, 1767.

XVIL. Some Attempts to afcertain the utmoft
Extent of the Knowledge of the Ancients in
the Eaft Indies: 4y Mr. John Caverhill,

Read March 19, L L the moderns who have treated

1767- of the geography of the ancients,
more particularly in their account of the Sinz, the
moft oriental country they were acquainted with,
have differed fo widely from the only guides they
had to follow to the eaft of the Ganges, that I have
undertaken to lay before the Royal fociety fome obfer-
vations, which may contribute to determine, with
greater precifion, the fituation and limits of this
country.

But as geographers have been unanimaus in fup-
pofing the Aurea Cherfonefus to have been the fame
as the prefent kingdom of Malacca; the only diffi-
culty, which remains, is to difcover how far the
failed beyond it, in the days of Ptolemy. And, that
the proofs alledged in fupport of what may be af-
ferted in the courfe of this difquifition may be better
underftood; I have thought it neceffary to annex a
corre€t modern chart of this Peninfula, and have alfo
added the outlines of Ptolemy’s, (See Tab. viii. 1x. x.)
for reafons which will foon appear,

It may be proper firft to obferve, that Cattigara
was the name of a port fituated fomewhere beyond
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the Aurea Cherfonefus or Malacca; and that the
antients had never failed farther than Cattigara: for
contiguous to it was a terra incogpita . But at
what diftance the Aurea Cherfonefus was from
Cattigara, Ptolemy himfelf was ignorant; for he
fays, ¢ that Marinus, who is quoted by him upon
¢ this occafion, had not marked the number of the
<« ftadia: s de amwo ¢ xevrns Xepoornay ems 7o Kar-
“ Tiyapq dams T sadacpw o Magmous oux eklifias .
¢ It was faid however that Alexander reported the
« land from thence lay upon the north fide of the
« line; and that thofe who failed along the fhore,
« arrived at the city of Zaba in twenty days; from
¢« Zaba failing fouth, and efpecially to the left band,
«in fome days they reached Cattigara: @noi e
“ AneEavdgw avayelog@aas wy ylo srevie svosliaw ewees
1y wsonpSess nos ToUs WAEOVAE wop sl & Nuepgus
“ ginoqs nuraraubavey wohy ZoCas. amo dc Tww Zabwy
 woos VOTOU QRTAUTAVTES; KAk MEAND 65 TO UYL
¢ pucoas T, endexeas 7o Karlaga.” In order
therefore to endeavour to acquire fome knowledge of
the diftance, Ptolemy begins by comparing it with
the fame number of days failing on a part of the
coaft of Africa, with which he was acquainted ; and,
after this uncertain calculation, concludes, that thefe
two places might be diftant from each other 17 de-
grees and .

As his only view through this whole chapter is
to finith what be had begun in the foregoing ones,
the longitude of the then known world, his errors
are the more excufable; efpecially as his calcula-

+ Ptol. Geograph, L. i, ¢. 17, Paris, 1546, * Lib. i c. 14.
7 tions
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tions will be found very near the truth: his greateft
miftake therefore is in adding thefe 17 degrees to
the longitude of the earth; whereas Cattigara was
to the latitude of Malacca, and almoft upon the fame
Meridian.

Although Ptolemy no where particularly mentions
from what part of Malacca the failors who went
this voyage took their departure, yet as his moft
fouthern point of land in this Peninfula, is exadly
17 degrees of longitude from Cattigara, and as Ro-
mana is the moft fouthern cape of Malacca at pre-
fent, this clearly indicates it to have been near that
cape, but to the weft of it.

For elfewhere he acquaints us ¢, ¢ that he had
¢¢ learned many particulars concerning the inland
¢« parts-of the provinces and countries of India, even
¢« to the Aurea Cherfonefus, and from thence to Cat-
“¢ tigara, and the failors who went this voyage agreed
<¢ that it was to the eaft; but that they immediately
« returned towards the weft; and that the time
¢ for performing this laft voyage was irregular, and
“ not fixed: wap av ks T4 76 ANA® wogs v Dndeny
¢ EQpRWTEQOVs Koti Kol Toug EROPNIS, epaﬂapev Y Rah TRUTAE
““7Hg xwegs wddlsgw, pExes TIG xXpvans Xegroroy, xa ey
“ revlley 6o Tew Kadliyapay. 7o pey ors woos avdoAas ssuw,
¢ 6 wAaug BTTAEO, Kotk TaANY 65100y wpos Juopds cup-
“ igogouilaw. T Je llarclov xaus avwpaa Tov govoy Tew diat-
“ yurew wgocoporoyui]w.”

To explain this paffage it may be obferved, that
their failing firft to the eaft was from neceffity, be-
caufe they had not as yet doubled cape Romana, the

¢ Lib. i, ¢. 17,
moft
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moft fouthern point of land in Afia, from whence
they were obliged, by their own rules of failing, to
return towards the weft, after having doubled the
cape. This does not appear fo wefterly by the chart
as it did to them ; becaule a ftrong eafterly tide fets
by the cape, which, by carrying them too far eaft,
would make their next courfe toward the weft, and
which would foon become intirely fo by the figure
of the land 4, ‘

Alexander reported, that the land lay north of
the line; they had imagined cape Romana, as well
as fome other parts of Malacca, lay fouth of it; they
were therefore, no doubt, furprized to find the land
retreat.

He has told us that they arrived at Zaba in 20
days, and from it failing fouth, but rather to the left
hand, in fome days they reached Cattigara, Zaba
therefore ftood fomewhere upon the bottom of the
bay of Siam ; becaufe no other fituation but the
bottom of the bay of Siam obliged them to alter
their courfe to the fouth ; and including the inequa-
lity of the coaft, it will be allowing a fufficient dif-
tance for the nomber of days they were in failing it.

From Zaba they began to fail fouth, and imme-
diately follows, rather to the left hand; now they
could” not fail fouth and incline to the left hand
without approaching the eaft; this therefore might
be any point between the fouth and eaft. The fi-
gure of the coaft runs exactly in this direction, and is
a proof of the accuracy of the defcription.

¢ Nicholfons Obferv. upon Eaft India Voyages.
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In this courfe they continued fome days before
they reached Cattigara. Ptolemy juftly finds fault
with the uncertainty of the expreflion, fome days, and is
at a lofs how many days to allow for fome; but, as
he had no better information, and as they arrived at
Cattigara by obferving this fouth eaft courfe, it muft
have ftood fomewhere to the north weft of the
mouth of the river Cambodia.

Marcianus Heracleota alfo exprefsly mentions that
they which failed to Cattigara held the fame courfe.
His words are, ¢ failing therefore out of the great
¢ bay, and the promontory Notium, as if to the
¢¢ fouth, and keeping the country of Sine to the left
‘ and to the eaft; you meet with a bay pertaining
¢ to wild beafts, which reaches to the promontory
“ of Satyrs; that after this promontory follows the
« greateft bay called the bay of Sinz, which extends
¢ to the Terra Auftralis et Orientalis incognita, into
 which bay runs the river Cotiarin, and upon which
¢ river ftands Cattigara a fea-port of the Sinz: M-
“ ols oww uele T peyay xonwov, xas  Norioy axgoys wg
“wpos Ty peanubosavs xas agsoleoay sxoils Ty T8 Taw
“ Twew ym, xas T aviodp: sxdeyélas xormos Gngswdng
¢ RaMOUUEIOs, JKaY HEXEA TOU AXPWTNE AU TV RAUREVOY
“ Zolugav arpov. Ame 0e ToU angou Tay ZaTupev, endexél ok
¢ wormwos HEYiS05, Rahoupevag LWy KONT 0§, Tagnre de 8105
¢ uexer Tne weonubesns alvwsov ymg, 4 owanles. xas T8
*“ ayanrig alvusey Y. amode Tou Kdhapou @ élapov, exJe=
“ xélo KatlJueq 0gog pev Zwew.”

For thefe reafons it is extremely probable that
Cattigara ftood fomewhere upon the north eaft
coaft of the bay of Siam. A very intelligent mo-

dern
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dern Navigatore gives the following defcription of
it: < For 50 leagues from Liam point it is a barren
« fandy defert to Ponteamafs, by far the moft confi-
«¢ derable port onthe coaft, and a place of pretty good
«¢ trade for many years, but a narrow river, which
« in the rainy feafons of the fouth weft Monfoons
¢t has communication with Banfac or Cambodia river,
« which made it draw foreign commerce from the
« city of Cambodia hither, for the city lieth near
¢ 100 miles up the river,and moft part of the way
«a continual ftream, made the navigation fo trou-
¢ blefome as few cared to trade toit, for which rea-
< fon they came to Ponteamafs.”

As this therefore is by far the moft confiderable
port on the coaft, we may reafonably fuppofe it to
be the fame with the antient Cattigara. The fol-
lowing arguments will ferve to confirm the validity
of this fuppofition.

The diftance between Ponteamafs and the bottom
of the bay, where they began failing for fome days
fouth, may very well agree with the 4 degrees Pto-
lemy allows for it. It may be remembered that
he had fuppofed the 17 degrees beyond Malacca,
were fituated to the eaft of it; this fuppofition
which has before been found to be erroneous, Pto-
lemy feems now to reafon from as a fact, in order
to fupport his former hypothefis, notwithftanding his
declaration that he thought it ridiculous to imagine,
as others had, that mwas susegs fhould fignify many
days. We have already feen that his firft error con-
fifted in imagining that Cattigara lay 17 degrees eaft

¢ Hamilton’s Account of the Eaft Indies, vol, ii. ¢
O.
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of cape Romana, whereas it was nearly to the weft
of it. The fecond error was in protracting the eaft
fide of the bay of Siam 18 degrees farther than the
land at prefent exifts. And it will immediately ap-
pear in what manner this happened.

The boundaries of the Sinz to the weft, is in his
173 degree of longitude, and the moft fouthern end
of that parallel, inthe 177th of north latitude f, Cat-
tigara in the 177th and 8th of fouth latitudee. 'This
difference was the whole maritime extent of the
country. In his defcription of the weft fide of the
bay, he had confumed 13 degrees of longitude, that is
from cape Romana to the bottom where the land
began to refle fouth; and thefe are what he allow-
ed for the 20 days failing already mentioned ; there
were only 4 degrees remaining between the bottom
of the bay and Cattigara; but, as that would not at
‘all agree with the accounts he had received of its
being a great bay, when one fide was fo much fhort-
er than the other, he might think his firft explana-
tion of the word fome, erroneous ; more efpecially as
the other fignification that was given, which was to
take it for many, even fo many, that they could not
be numbered, would intirely coincide with his firft

f Lib. vii. cap. 2.

& Lib. vii. cap. 3. It has been a prevailing opinion that Aga-
themerus made thefe tables we have annexed to Ptolemy’s geo-
graphy, but this appears only to have been done in confequence
of the longitudes and latitudes Ptolemy had fettled. For when
we fee him fall into fo great an error in his firft book, which
none doubts to be his own, the adding thefe fuppofititious 17 de-
grees to the longitude of the earth; why may we not with as
much appearance of juftice lay this fecond fault to his charge,
efpecially as we have no proofs to the contrary ?

Vow. LVIL Y Theory.
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Theory. Accordingly he has put down 25 degrees
of latitude for fome; but in fuch a manner that the
fouth end of this imaginary line was not more than
4 degrees eaft of the north endin the bottom of the
bay of Siam ; by which he has not only contradict-
ed that very Alexander he himfelf quotes, who told
him the land was to the north of the line; but re-
nounced his firft rational opinion, in thinking four
degrees might be a fufficient allowance for rwag.

2d. The country beyond Ponteamafs exatly agrees
with Ptolemy’s defcription of that beyond Cattigara,
« a marfhy country, which produced reeds of fuch
¢« a fize, that when they were joined and tied to-
« gether, they were enabled to pafs from one fide to
t« the other.  xas 7o avaloduslees Tavlwy, alvusos esi iy,
¢ Nipvag exouTe ihevawdes, & aig xaAapos pelaras Puov]as,
¢ ga CUIEXSS OUTWE, WE TE EXOMEVOUS av]wrs woacFar rag
« Jamspquwoas ®.” Now the kingdom of Cambo-
dia is annually overflowed with water during the
fouth weft monfoons, the very feafon in which the
thips arrived there ; fo muft have exaétly anfwered
thefe appearances and his defcription.

« Cambodia, or Camboxa, is anmally overflowed
« by the river Menam, one of the largeftin India,
¢ carrying fo much water that it floods and covers
« the fields, like the Nile in Agypt; for fix months
« it runs backwards. The reafon of it is the extent
« and plainnefs of the country it runs along, and the
« fouthern breezes which choak up the bar with
« fand 1"

» Lib.i. ¢, x7.
i Argenfola, Hiftory of the Spice Iflands, i
3d.
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d. No other country will correfpond with his
defcription of the Sinz ; * they were bounded on the
«¢ north by part of Serica ¥, on the eaft and fouth by
« anwunknown land, on the weft by India, without
*“ the Ganges, according to the parallel already men-
¢t tioned, and the great bay, and by the parts adja-
¢« cent of the bay inhabited by wild beafts, and a part
¢« of the bay of Sinz inhabited by /Ethiopian fith-
“eaters : of Twas weopopp(oas, amo ey apler T enTe-
“ Lapovg pepes TG Tng pnng, mroﬁ'e avat]oray xas perqulesas
““ alywsw yu. awo Ot durews, Ty ex)Gr Tayls Wiy, rale
T é\zwuo-ysmv pEx e Tou peladov xoAmou Yeguunys Ko
“ avly o pelare xoAmw, xas g eQelng av]e xepueos,
“ 70 Te xahouperw Fneswltl Ka T T Ty 0U TEQLoim
 wovaw ixbvoQales Abiomes .

We have already fpoken of this unknown land to
the eaft; but the land was unknown to the fouth
likewile, not only according to this defcription of
Ptolemy, but by a paffage of Marcianus Heracleota,
who lived after him, and had fuch other information as

¥ Ptolemy has placed this nation too far eaft, as is evident
from a paflage both in Dionyfius and Rufus Feftus Avienus.
He has made an imaginary parallel interfect the 180th degree of
longitude, and run north to the 63d degree of latitude, and
bound both thefe nations to the eaft; and it would be difficult to
conjecture the caule of this miftake, had thefe not been the moft
oriental nations he was acquainted with. This error appears to
have bewildered all the moderns, who have attempted to afcertain
the fituation of this country. But as we hope to be able to
prove that the prefent kingdom of Cambodia was the Sina of
Ptolemy ; the country of the Seres, by that rule, would be part
of Thibet, and north’ of it to the 63d degree of latitude. But
their true fituation appears to have been in fome part of the pre-
fent Buckaria, to the eaft and north eaft of Samarcand.

! Lib. vii. c. 3.
Y 2 difco-
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difcoveries produced during the interval from Pto-
lemy’s death. He fays, ¢ we ought to conceive two
< unknown lands, one extending to the eaft, which
«¢ the Sinz poflefs, and the other towards the fouth,
«¢ which ftretches through the whole Indian ocean,
s {o that both thefe unknown lands meeting, form
“ ag it were a certain angle in the bay of the Sinz:
<« Jvo yeap alvwsovs vrovoew XN Y4G> THY TEWoPes T Q=
¢ roAny dmuovaa, 7 WAPOINEY EIPNLAUE) TOUG iV, Ko THU
“ wapg Ty peonpubesar, 11 dimne wagy wacay Ty Indi-
“ Jxw Saracear wse qwanords, txdleegs Tag aliw=
¢ goug yas, xu&wree THWo yuwviow awojeray WEQL TOV Ty
¢ Swwr xoawov™.” Now Cattigara ftood upon a ri-
ver which ran into this bay ; and as they had never
failed fo far as the mouth of the river Menam, the
accuracy of this defcription 1s very apparent.

This country was bounded on the weft by India,
without the Ganges; or, as he has faid elfewhere, by
the 173d degree of longitude; extending north from
the middle of the great bay to the country of the
Seres, and the great bay, and parts adjacent of the
bay of wild beafts, and part of the bay of the Sine,
inhabited by Athiopian fith-eaters®, Thefe two
bays were, by this defcription, evidently on the eaft
fide of the great bay, and between Cattigara and the
bottom, or between the prefent Ponteamafs and the
mouth of the river Mecon.

For the fame reafons therefore that the prefent
Ponteamafs feems to have been the ancient Cattiga-

= M. Heracleot. p. 29.

» Captain Hamilton fays that the rivers of this country abound
with many kinds of fith, which are a confiderable object of trade
among the inhabitants,

533
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ra; the modern city of Cambodia will be the anti-
ent metropolis Sinarum.

Ptolemy tell us, ¢ that Cattigara lay fouth weft
«¢ of the metropolis: 4 d¢ amo 95 pergomorews Tav Zwwy
“emi Toy égyw, 1o Kat)ilapg, weos duopovs €51, wo pe-
¢ gyulesar. ©° So does Ponteamafs from the city of
Cambodia.

He agrees with the author of the Periplus of the
Red fea, ¢ that this metropolis was a Mediterranean
« city, although he fays it had no brazen walls, nor
« any thing worthy of notice : oure perror yarka reryy
¢ Qacw avjm sxev, oute arho Ti afiorelor P

The author of the Periplus fays, ¢ that beyond
« the Ganges, upon the eaftern extremity of this
« country, under the very rifing of the fun, there is
¢ an ifland in the ocean, having moft excellent tor-
¢ toife fhell, and all things thatare to be found about
¢ the Red fea.  And that after this country, imme-
« diately without it, in fome place where the fea
‘ ends, is fituated the greateft Mediterranean city,
¢ called Thina: xar aov de 7o wﬂa/.aov VHT05 €SI LorEay~
¢ eiog, eozeiln Ty WPO5 avelloAy MEpLY THS OiKoUUEVYS, VT
€ alov avexovTer Tov fAsovs KANOUMEDY XUTYs XEAWIYY EYOUTEL.
¢ wavlwy Ty xa]a vy Egbogy Tomaw agssm. pée d¢ rau-
7y THY Xweg, uw avlov ndy Tov Bogeav efaler g Swaw vives
¢ Tomon, amohmyourns Tne Jadecons, wapaeilas @ avly
¢ grong peaoleios welisy Aslousvy Ouwa 1.

This ifland in the ocean, which ftood upon the ex-
tremity of this country, appears to be the prefent

° Lib, i. c. 17.
P L, vii. c.

% Peripl. M. E. p, 36, Geog. Veter. Script. Oxon,
7 ~ ifland
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ifland of Sumatra, which fronts both the moft fouth-
ern and eaftern parts of Malacca.

He has not in the leaft confounded this peninfula
with the ifland, notwithftanding he calls them both
by the name of Aurea; the firft was upon the extre-
mity of the eaft ; the ifland alfo was upon the extre-
mity of the eaft, but it was likewife under the very
rifing of the fun. Had he not been acquainted with
this diftin@ion, he would not have ufed the word
xwagy, but yoow (fo it would have been), after this
ifland, but we fee that he fays it was, after this coun-
try, and immediately without it, in fome place where
the fea ended, where this city was fituated.

This exally agrees with the bay of Siam; it lies
after Malacca, for we muft pafs that peninfula before
- we can arrive atit; it is alfo immediately withoutit,
and towards the north in fome place where the fea
ends. The bottom of the bay of Siam is 13 degrees
north of cape Romana, and there the fea may be
faid, without much impropriety, to end; more efpe-
cially as in that place was fituated this city, beyond
which we have no accounts of any further invefti-
gations made in his days.

This very concife but accurate mnarrative, at the
fame time that it gives all the proof we can pofiibly
expect that Sumatra was not at that time joined to
the continent, fo likewife does it demonfirate this
~ metropolis to have been fituated fomewhere in this
bay; and although we might conjecture, with as
great an appearance of probability from thefe circum-
ftances alone, that it was Siam, rather than Cambo-
dia; yet from the collateral evidence already produ-
ced, that they failed out of the bay before they arri-
ved at its port, it is evident it lay fouth eaft of Siamci

i an
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and the teftimony of Ptolemy and Marcianus Hera-
cleota, who affert that the (ame fouth eaft courfe was
held in order to reach Cattigara, being added, it ne-
ccflarily follows, that that port was fituated to the
weft of that cape which faces Puli Ubi*; but as
there is no city weft of that cape, on this particular
part of the continent, except Cambodia, we may
therefore reafonably fuppofe that city the antient me-
tropolis Sina®.

It may be obferved that the ancient city of Thina
and modern city of Cambodie not only agree in
fituation, but alfo in the nature of their produce.
Formerly ¢« they exported fine otton® andflo wered

' See Plate IX,

* Voffius wondered how any one could doubt that the antient
Sina was the fame with the modern Siam, without giving any
reafons at all for his conje&ture. ¢ Quis dubitare poffit, quin-illa
¢ fit ea ipfa, quee nunc Siam appellatur?”’ Vofl, Obf. ad P. Meelam,
p. 560. Lugd. B. 1748. Whether or not Cambodia had the
fame name formerly with Siam, or was a province to it, is at
this time impoflible to determine; but it manifeftly appears, that
this metropolis was neither the prefent city of Siam, nor fituated
in any part of the country now known by that name:

t Ofoviov 7o empixov feems to have been rather a vegetable, than
vermicular production ; for, although it may fignify any fpecies of
web, it more properly denotes fuch as are made of cotton or lint ;
on that prefumption,we have tranflated it fowere dmuflins ; for, as
thefe webs were made in the manner of thofe by a people who
were called the Seres; it appears by the following lines that the
Aigure of flowers were interwoven with theirs :
ebvea BapCopor Znpuv,

Eiudle teuxaow meavduidara, Tipmerre,
Esdoptva xgorm Aspunidos avdess woimg.

¢ gentes barbara Serum
¢¢ Veftes faciunt, varii artificii, pretiofas
¢¢ Similes celore pratenfis floribus herbee.”

Dionyf, Pericg. ver. 752,
¢ muflins
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«¢ muflins by land to the coaft of Malabar and Guga-
¢ rati: a@ 4 T0TE £g A0y, Nt To ofloviey To Tyg kLY, €5 TV
“ Bagvlalav die Bexleaw weﬁy @epéles, nes esc Ty Naeu=
“ gpumy @O, i Tov Taylew wojapew®. At prefent
« they have cotton manufaGtures of various forts,
¢« white and painted callicoes, muflins, buckrams,
« dimities, carpets, and filk tapeftry, with other cu-
¢ rious pieces, finer than any from the manufactories

¢ & plurima millia Serum
¢¢ Illis nulla boum, pecoris, nec pafcua curz,
¢ Veftibus utuntur texunt quas floribus ipfi.”

. Perieg. Prifcian.

Thefe goods muft have been more excellent than any which
India, weft of that city, at that time produced, or otherwife they
would never have gone fo far to feek them ; from which it may
be fufpe@ed that this invention of fabricating fuch beautiful muf-
lins was exported with thefe merchandifes, and is of much
later date in Bengal than in this country to the eaft of it. Cam-
bodia appears to have been called Rachmi by two Arabian tra-
vellers, who went to China in the ninth century; and even at
that time the fineft muflins in the world were manufactured by
its inhabitants. In this fame country, fay the travellers, they
make cotton garments in fo extraordinary a manner that no
where elfe are the like to be feen ; thefe garments were for the
moft part round, and wove to that degree of finenefs that they
may be drawn through a ring of 2 middling fize. M. Renaudot,
Tranflat. 1433. Lond.

We have fuppofed that thofe kingdoms were the fame, becaufe
Rachmi was contiguous to a kingdom feated upon a promon-
tory, which appears to have been either the kingdom of Ava
or Siam, to which the peninfula of Malacca was formerly a pro-
vince ; likewife there was but one kingdom between it and Chi-
na, and north of it lay a country called Kafcbin, which, by their
defcription, appears to have been the kingdom of Laos. This
will ftill be more probable when we confider that no country
immediately to the eaft or weft of it, viz. Pegu; Siam, or Cochin-
China, are famed for thefe manufatories,

* P. M. E. ubi fupra,

“in
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“ in Holland ; befides, the inhabitants are the moft
“ fubtle merchants in the eaft, and the country itfelf
¢ is fuperiour in fertility to moft of thofe which
¢ furround it*.”

We are told ¢ that this city was difficult of accefs,
« and that but a few people were acquainted with
¢ the courfe in this voyage, and that thefe few feldom
¢ failed fofar: eg de 79y Qwa Tavlyy ok esw EU(EQus AT =
 eAfew. omaviws yap am adlys Twes o weAdw eoxov=
“ rqu¥,” it may be imagined that the great diftance
of this city, and the irregularity of the winds in the
bay of Siam, which happens in all bays, was the oc-
cafion of fubflituting thefe caravans in preference to
the voyage; more efpecially as thefe two articles,
which are mentioned to have been exported, were
extremely light and portable, and could be eafily tranf-
ported by land to thefe countries already mentioned,
where they would be bought up,, and difperfed over
Europe by the merchants of Agypt.

But, notwithftanding we are ignorant of the time
when the route of thefe caravans was eftablithed, yet
we have no reafon to prefume, asan ingenious gen-
tleman has?, that this had taken place in the time of
any of the Ptolemies; when no author, before the
emperor Trajan, has fo much as mentoned this na-
tion. Indeed it is moft probable this country was dif-
covered by fuch fhips as that great prince fent to in-
dia, with a defign of acquiring what informat on they
could receive ; in order, by their intelligence, to be af-

x Argenfol.
v P, M. Eryth.
* Schmidt, Opufcul. p, 184.

Vor. LVII. Z fifted
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fifted in the defigns he had vpon that country, afte
his conqueft of Arabia®.

There are remains of the priftine grandeur of Cam-
baia®; and its being famous in almoft the fame kind
of produce is a ftrong indication of its obligations to
the commerce of Cambodia. The marble ruins of
an extenfive city have lately been difcovered ¢ to the
north weft of Cambodia, and to all appearance in the
very route of thefe caravans; but on this occafion,
as on many others, we are but too fenfible of the de-
ficiency of intelligence, and of the great havock of
time, which has involved the tranfations of this pe-
riod in almoft impenetrable obfcurity.

At the fame time, that the antients extended their
knowledge upon the continent, they muft unavoida-
bly have been acquainted with fuch of thefe iflands
as were moft contiguous to it. Accordingly Pto-
lemy ¢ has given us, the names of feveral, in progreffi-
on from the Ganges to Sumatra, which he has called,
with two others he has joined to it, Za€adeCas ; this
fuppofition will appear more probable, as thefe iflands
are in the fame longitude with Malacca, and diretly
fouth of that peninfula.

When they were upon that part of the coaft which
faces Malacca, they appear tolixave proceeded along
the remaining part of the north eaft fide of it, as far
as Java, which he has named Jabadiu, Iz€adicu °.

3 Trajan died in the 118th of the Chriftian era.

b Hamilton.

© Argenfol.

4 Ptol. G. 1. vii. ¢, 2.

© Jabadiou fhould perhaps be rendered Javadiv, as in the Ma-
layan language Dib or Dive fignifies an ifland, and Giava barley,
which this ifland, according to Ptolemy, produced in great quan-
tities. As Giava is derived from an old Perfian word of the

And
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And the inhabitants of this ifland were more civi-
lized than fome of the neighbouring ones, who were
all cannibals, ¢ for it had a filver metropolis, and
¢« produced not only gold but plenty of barley: ¢ ¢y-
“ wawet ngpog vagog. euPoguraly Oc Asyélas i vyoes ewa,
€ Kost ETs WAEGOY Y QUTOV WOIEW. EXEW ¢ peTgomorw ovopas
“ aplugon.” , ’

Next to it were the three iflands of Satyrs; < they
« were called {o becaufe the men who inhabited
« them, were faid to have fuch tails as the Satyrs
« were ufually painted with; raias f o xareyoec,
“ oupag xew Aelolla, crroias dialpg@ouas Tas Tay cdlupan.”
Thele were moft probably the Celebes¢, Borneo, &c.
« for immediately after them were faid to be other
¢ ten iflands (called Manillas), which produced fuch
« large quantities of loadftone, as have been faid to
« attract thips athore, which happened to be con-
« ftructed with iron nails, for which reafon the in-
“ habitants made ufe of wooden ones: @epofos Je nes
““ aA@ cwexsis dsxa. o ol Qacs T a‘lb\qgou;' sxovle nhous
« @hoi narexecTan, ndles T fpguAeas Mov wegs avdlas
“ yenwpers. xes O Tovlo emisgoss vavryluctas, uole-
“ xew ve nou avlas avbpwme@alovg, xarowpevo; Mavie
<« Aag h.”
fame fignification, it would appear that both the name of the
ifland and that of the grain were exported from that country.
Hyde’s, Hiftor, Relig. Vet. Perf. &c,

f Ibidem,

& The Celebes is infefted with numbers of mifchievous and
dangerous great monkeys, which keep in bodies too hard for
any wild beafts to hurt them, and are only afraid of ferpents,
which purfue them to the very tops of the trees, and devour
them, Bowen’s Geogr. Dict. v. ii. p. 378.

* The Manillas are original names, and were called fo by the
inhabitants before the Spaniards took pofleflion of them. Argen-

fol 2 Hiﬂol‘ [ .
Z 2 Notwith-
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Notwithftanding Ftolemy has mentioned the Phi-
lippines; yet we don’t imagine that any of the per-
fons from whom heacquired his information had ever
been there: but that they had heard of thefe places
at Java (to which they might eafily have failed),
either from the Javanefe themfelves, or from the in-
habitants of the circumjacent iflands, who reforted
to Java for the fame advantages of commerce which
they themfelves came in purfuit of .

However, although they muft almoft neceffarily
have been acquainted with Sumatra, yet it is evident
they had never failed quite round it; for, if they had,
they would certainly not have mentioned Ceylon as
the largeft ifland in the ocean k.

From hence it would appear that they only knew
part of Sumatra and Java; and either conjectured
thefe were iflands, or depended upon fome informa-
tions they might probably have received from the in-
habitants of thefe places, relative to this particular.

So that here we may venture to fix the limits of
Ptolemy’s knowledge; for, as thefe iflands at that
time were but a late difcovery, they were very im-
perfeétly known ; and unfortunately the geographers,
who lived after him, were all fo prepoflefled with his
fuperior abilities, that they imagined his accuracy
would bear no corre&ion, and that he had exhauft-
ed the fubje@t. For no other author mentions any
difcoveries to the eaft of thefe, taken notice of by him

i The diftance between Malacca and Java was lefs than be-
tween Malacca and Cattigara ; befides, the fouth weft monfoon
was a fairer wind to the firft than the laft place, and of confe-
quence this voyage muft have been much fhorter.

k Agathem. l. ii. c. c. 8.
and

3
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and Marcianus Heracleota had fuch an opinion of his
great merit, as to call him by the name ¢ of the
“ moft divineand moft wife Prolemy ; ex ras yewlog-
“ Quag Tov Jetoralov s codurdloy Mrorepaiov.”

By a retrofpect on fuch authors as have been quo-
ted, and fome others who wrote nearly at the fame
time, according to the order in which they lived, this
fubject will ftill appear in a clearer light.

In the days of Strabo, who lived before the Chri-
ftian w@ra, and is fuppofed! to have furvived it 28
years, few people had failed fo far as the Ganges,
“ gmavo pe wou wemAsunaacs pexes Tov Taylov ™ 37 and
being intiinately acquainted with Gallus, who was
the third governor of Agypt, he had undoubtedly
the moft favourable opportunities of the moft authen-
tic intelligence concerning naval affairs,

Pomponius Mela is fuppofed to have writ before
Pliny », in the reign of Claudius, and 30 years after
Strabo. In that interval, there appears to have been
made fome farther difcoveries upon the continent °
to the eaft of the Ganges; but fo very imperfe&,
that they either imagined that country was an ifland,
or had confounded their defcriptions of it with thefe
iflands, which they would neceflarily meet with in
this voyage. For it is very certain, from Mela’s own
words, that his knowledge of thefe places we are
fpeaking of was extreamly obfcure, as all he has faid

I Voffius.

m Strab. 1. 15.

" Voffius, Bayle’s Hift. Di&.

* Strabo had probably the fame information ; but, as it was fo
extremely imperfe&, did not think proper to mention it in his
geography of this country.

(14 quc
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of them is, ¢ ad Tabim infula eft Chryfa, ad Gan-
«.gem Argyra, altera aurea {oli, altera argentea; at-
¢« que ut maxime videtur, aut ex re nomen, aut ex
¢¢ yocabulo ficta fabula eft.”

The elder Pliny died in the 79th of the Chriftian
®ra, and was a cotemporary of Mela; and feems
to have referred to the above paflage, in the follow-
ing words: ‘ Extra oftiam Indi Chryfe et Argyre,
« fertiles metallis, ut credo; nam quod aliqui tradi-

< dere, aureum argenteumque iis folum effe, haud
« facile crediderim 2.”

Although the age in which Solinus lived is fo un-
certain, yet it might be imagined that it was not
very long after Pliny ; having copied from the other
geographers which went before him, he has advan-
ced nothing upon this point that had not been alrea-
dy mentioned. His words are thefe: ¢ Extra Indi
¢ oftium infule duz, Chryfe et Argyre, adeo feecundz
« copia metalloram, ut plerique eas aurea fola pro-
«¢ diderint habere et argentea 4.”

Jofephus was 56 years of age, in the fourteenth year
of Domitian’s reign, or 93d of the Chriftian ra*; and
appears to have had a little more knowledge of thefe
places than any we have yet mentioned ; for, {peaking
of Saphira, from whence king Solomon had his gold,
he fays, that ¢ it was a country of India, and not an
« ifland ; and that it was now called by the name of
« Aurea, yw Ot Xovonw ymw walovpermy, TS Ivdinns esiy
11 06877]~”

» J. Harduin, Plin. p. 322. vol. L. Paris, 1723.
2 C. J. Solin. c. LII. Polyb. Hiftor. p. 700,
* Jofeph, Oper, Ox. 1720.

7 Dionyfius
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Dionyfius is fuppofed to have lived after Domitian,
and before Severus:. He wrote a defcription of the
world in Greek verfe, which it may be fuppofed he
had finithed before the reign of Trajan, or at leaft
that he had not heard of the increafe of geographical
knowledge which took place at that time, for he
was as little acquainted with the country beyond the
Ganges, as thofe who are fuppofed to have been his
predeceflors, and only mentions it as an ifland remar-
kable. for the diftin¢tnefs with which the fun-rifing
was obferved,

Roursny Tos yyoov aryes wogos, evla xou ajou
Ailonn xaflegoio Qacwelas nkioio.
Dionyf. Perieg. p. 111,

Ptolemy flourithed under Adrian, and Antoninus;
and made his laft aftronomical obfervation on a
Wednefday, the 2d of February, in the year 141°.
He has taken notice of many places not mentioned
any where elfe, and is the firft who has called Ma-
lacca a peninfula, Marinus indeed, whom he quotes
as a late author, knew likewife that it was fo; which
ftill more confirms the fuppofition, that this was
found out in Trajan’s reign.

Ptolemy’s works evidently thew, that his know-
ledge was fuperior to that of all the other antient
geographers ; and his livingin ZEgypt gave him ma-~

* Dodwell, in Geog. vet.
¢ Univerfal Hift, Vol, XV, p. %06.

ny
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ny oportunities of a very early intelligence coneern-
ing any difcoveries made by navigation, which might
be a long time before they were communicated to
the other learned men of that extenfive empire.
Accordingly we fee, that the author of the P. Maris
Erythrai, who is fuppofed to have been his cotem-
porary %, but lived a little later to the time of Mar-
cus and Verus, was lefs acquainted with thefe late
difcoveries.

Agathemerus,who had read Ptolemy’s works, lived
in the reign of Severus and Galienus®, in the be-
gining of the third century, and mentions the coun-
try of the Sinz as the moft oriental he was acquaint-
ed with.

Marcianus Heracleota is the laft geographical au-
thor it will be neceffary to mention. He 1s fuppofed
to have lived fome little time before the building of
Conftantinople, and even at that time this nation ap-
pears to have been the moft oriental ; for, although
he copied from fuch authors as wrote in the interval
between Ptolemy and him, yet all the improvement
that was made during that time was only a men-
furation of this particular coaft, which Ptolemy him-
felf tells us was not done in the days in which he
lived =,

From thefe circumftances it is apparent, that no
mention was made of this country during the firft
century. Marinus, as we have feen, wrote before
Ptolemy; Ptolemy was far advanced in years before

t Dodwell.
v Dodwell.
x Ptol. Ce 14-

the
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the middle of the 2d century; and farther, as it may
be fuppofed that Trajan fent thefe fhips to India
“at the time of his arrival in Arabia, which was in
the 116th of the Chriftian era; this may very well
agree, in point of Chronology, not only with thefe
authors, but alfo with our former fuppofition, that
this country was found out in his reign. But as he
fcarce furvived the expedition two years, fuch perfons
as were employed in this voyage, finding on their re-
turn that he was dead; might be difcouraged from
purfuing any difcoveries they had made: efpecially as
the yoyage was attended with fo much hazard and
difficulty, and as the views upon which they had
undertaken it were in all probability fruftrated by the
acceflion of a new emperor.

Admitting therefore, that this was their firft at-
tempt, may not the extent of their difcovery be
looked upon as very confiderable; and will it not
in fome meafure account for their not having pro-
ceeded any farther than the eaft fide of the bay of
Siam ?

Upon the whole, as nothing was exported from
this kingdom of the Sinz but what the city of Cam-
bodia excelled in; and as the ancient and modern
fituations of thefe cities appear to be reciprocal ; above
all, as we have the teftimony of the Periplus Maris
Erythrai, that it lay fomewhere in the bay of Siam,
and the exprefs declaration of two others, that it was
fitnated on the eaft fide of the bay} joined to the
unanimous confent of all the geographers, that the
country to the eaft and fouth was unknown, it may
reafonably be inferred, that their #/tima were upon

Vor. LVIL Aa this
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this coaft; and the metropolis Sina or Thina the
fame as the modern city of Cambodia 7.

Greek-Street, Soho,
Feb. 1. 1767,

¥ ®wa by the author of the Periplus Maris Erythrei, p. 36.
Zivwy pevpooris and Oaiwaus by Ptolemy, lib. ic . 17, @evas by
Marcianus Heracleota, p. 14. @, acervus, cumulus, collis, &c.
it might receive this namé becaufe it ftands upon a mount, ac-
cording to Mandefloe, vol. 1. p. 331. to fecure it from inun-
dations. None of all thefe ancient writers of geography have
ever called'_this country ®@uwwy but Agathamerus, lib. ii. ¢ 7.
and it would appear he did it by miftake; for its proper name
was certainly Metropolis Ziwwys and @ua was only an accidental
one, which it afterwards received te expres more figuratively its
fituation.

XVIIL, A
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